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"The  poet  is  he  that  hath  fat  enough,  like 
bears  and  marmots,  to  suck  his  claws  all  winter • 
He  hibernates  in  this  world,  and  feeds  on  his 
own  marrow,  —  is  —  a  sort  of  dormouse  gone  into 
winter  quarters  of  deep  and  serene  thoughts,  in- 
sensible to  surrounding  circumstances;  his  words 
are  the  relation  of  his  oldest  and  finest  memory, 
a  wisdom  drawn  from  the  remotest  experience •  Other 
men  lead  a  starved  existence,  meanwhile,  like 
hawks  that  would  fain  keep  on  the  wing  and  trust 
to  pick  up  a  sparrow  now  and  then#ff  -  Week,p.l06 


A  glorious  autumn  has  followed  an  unspec- 
tacular summer,  and  our  greetings  for  this  issue 
reflect  the  fullness  of  fall,  when  we  hope  all  is 
safely  gathered  in.  A  report  of  our  doings  as  we 
walk  perhaps  to  Punkatasset  Hill  or  to  Fairhaven 
Pond  or  the  Great  Meadows  or  to  Ballfs  Hill  would 
not  be  amiss • 

We  reflect  that  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  Lyceum,  the  Thoreau  stamp  was  a  boost*   The 
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first  day  ceremony  was  very  well  handled  in- 
deed -  and  even  worth  postponing  berrypicking 
for.  Mr.  Richard  J.  Murphy  defended  the 
stamp's  design  against  some  of  its  more  extra- 
vagant critics  with  wit  and  polish  quite  un- 
expected in  a  government  representative.  Mr. 
G.  Russell  Ready,  as  presiding  officer,  and 
President  of  the  Thoreau  Society,  did  credit 
to  his  role.  The  morning  ceremony  in  the 
First  Parish  Church  was  well  attended,  as  was 
the  reception  at  the  Lyceum  in  the  afternoon. 

The  week  of  July  12th  was  thus  a  busy  one, 
with  the  stamp's  first  day  followed  by  the 
Society's  meeting  on  the  weekend.  The  Society, 
the  Lyceum's  elder(in  its  present  incarnation; 
by  a  quarter  century,  had  one  of  their  best 
meetings,  with  Roger  Torrey  Peterson  as  their 
speaker. 


The  Lyceum's  Board  of  Trustees  regrets  to 
announce  that  Mrs.  Mary  Sherwood  is  no  longer 
with  us  at  the  Lyceum.  Mrs.  Thomas  W.  McGrath 
is  our  interim  curator.  Mrs.  McGrath  lives 
in  the  Colonel  James  Barrett  farm  where,  in- 
cidentally, the  Revolutionaries  had  plowed 
their  muskets  into  the  furrows  to  hide  them 
from  the  Redcoats,  who  reconnoitered  in  the 
front  room.  The  farms  and  mill  of  the  Barrett 
brothers  were  favorite  stopping-places  for 
Henry  Thoreau. 


The  Lyceum  is  open  from  1:00  to  5:00 
every  afternoon  except  Monday...  We  expect  to 
close,  however,  after  Friday,  December  22nd 
through  Tuesday,  January  2nd. 


STOCK  TAKING 
The  Lyceum  is  entering  its  second  year, 
even  as  the  Canada  geese  are  trying  their 
wings  for  the  long  flight  south,  the  yearlings 
assuring  themselves  as  to  what  their  feathers 
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will  support.   Since  we  are  not  joining  them, 
our  stocktaking  is  rather  like  the  process 
the  original  owner  of  our  building  went  through 
this  season  a  century  ago:  There;  the  wood  is 
all  in  -  the  chunk  wood,  stove  wood  and  kindling; 
the  house  is  banked  up;  the  root  cellar  is 
stocked. •• 

This  yearfs  accomplishment  has  been  the 
acquisition,  renovation  and  furnishing  of  a 
house,  contemporary  in  style  and  just  barely 
in  years  with  Henry  Thoreau* s  lifetime.  The 
house  was  moved  at  some  time  past  to  its  present 
lot  which  is  bounded  on  the  West  by  the  site 
of  the  Texas  House,  so-called,  where  John 
Thoreau  and  Son  started  in  business  as  pencil- 
makers;  and  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  Fitch- 
burg  Railroad  (now  a  branch  of  the  Boston  and 
Maine).  Ours  is  the  only  center  in  Concord 
devoted  wholly  to  the  interests  of  Henry 
Thoreau. 

In  this  Lyceum  we  have: 

-  an  attractive  meetingplace  with  a 
Thoreau  orientation. 

-  a  library  which  is  just  a  beginning 
at  present,  but  thanks  to  gifts  from  Wade  Van 
Dore,  Joseph  Wood  Krutch,  Frederick  Klinck, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  D.  Coffin  (as  a  memorial 
to  Vera  Walden),  and  others,  (we  want  to  ac- 
knowledge some  of  these  interesting  gifts  in 
more  detail  and  how  they  are  helping  to  shape 
our  collections  in  a  forthcoming  issue),  a 
good  beginning  on  works  by  and  about  Thoreau, 
natural  history,  and  the  19th  century  literary 
scene  with  regard  to  the  Concord  authors  is 
being  made. 

-  a  gift  shop  with  a  choice  selection 
of  handicraft  products. 

-  a  book  shop  with  similar  special 
items,  both  new  and  antiquarian.  Both  shops 
contribute  increasingly  to  the  support  of  the 
Lyceum  and  will  help  bear  the  costs  of  future 
projects. 

-  an  exhibit  area  with  Thoreau  arti- 
facts, Indian  arrowheads,  and  with  special 
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displays  of  maps  and  photographs  as  hinted  at 
elsewhere. 

We  believe  that  we  can  continue  to  provide 
a  home,  a  forum  and  a  center  in  Concord  where 
Thoreaufs  interests  can  be  represented  without 
an  admixture  of  disparate  matters.  We  believe 
that  we  can  find  scholarly  projects  which  we 
can  bring  to  fruition  to  justify  our  existence 
and  the  interests  of  a  growing  membership.  We 
need  your  help  for  all  aspects  of  this  endeavor. 


HERBERT  W.  GLEASON,  PHOTOGRAPHER 

If  one  were  to  name  early  American  photo- 
graphers, one  would  think  of  Mathew  Brady  for 
portraits  and  for  his  remarkable  chronicle  of 
the  Civil  War,  and  of  William  Henry  Jackson  with 
his  photographs  of  the  West,  in  the  l£60s. 
Perhaps  one  might  know  that  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes,  St.,  helped  popularize  the  stereopticon, 
or  that  the  Anthony  brothers  and  the  Kilburn 
brothers  were  among  its  outstanding  suppliers. 
More  recently,  the  names  of  Alfred  Stieglitz 
and  of  the  still-active  Edward  Steichen,  whose 
early  work  appeared  in  1906,  may  be  familiar 
to  us. 

Herbert  W.  Gleason  is  not  so  prominent 
in  the  histories.  This  is  an  omission  which 
is  due  for  correction,  thanks  to  Roland  Robbins. 
It  was  Gleason  who  did  the  photographs  for 
Houghton,  Mifflin's  1906  edition  of  Thoreau' s 
works,  including  the  Journals.  These  were 
printed  at  a  reduced  scale  which  diminished 
the  details  in  terms  of  our  present  standards. 
In  1917,  Houghton,  Mifflin  reproduced  Through 
the  Years  with  Thoreau,  where  the  somewhat 
larger  pictures  survived  the  printing  process 
better.  Now  with  our  improved  printing  methods, 
Gleason1 s  pictures  are  due  for  renewed  interest. 
This  is  sparked  by  the  appearance  of  Home 
Garden  magazine  for  December  1967  with  an 
eight-page  center  section  of  Gleason  photos 
and  Thoreau  text.  The  Lyceum  gets  in  the  act 
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in  December,  too,  with  a  special  exhibit  of 
Gleason  photographs  from  the  Robbins  collection. 

Another  facet  of  Gleason fs  work  resembles 
that  of  Wallace  Nutting,  in  that  architectural 
landmarks  of  Concord  of  the  first  quarter  of 
this  century  -  before  major  changes  of  recent 
years  occurred  -  were  captured  in  photographs. 
This  collection  is  in  the  Concord  Free  Public 
Library.  Yet  another  interest  was  in  Western 
Americana,  where  his  photographs  of  Alaska 
were  used  in  John  Muirfs  books. 

Gleason  died  in  1937.  Shortly  afterwards, 
Roland  Robbins  acquired  several  thousand  of  the 
glass  slide  negatives,  and  their  fine  photo- 
graphic artistry  was  apparent  to  him.  The 
first  results  of  this  interest,  in  the  Home 
Garden  feature,  suggests  that  further  interest 
will  follow.  Gleason fs  work  was  in  black  and 
white,  but  his  artistry  compares  favorably 
with  that  of  Henry  Bugbee  Kane  and  Eliot  Porter, 
who  have  benefited  from  recent  improvements  in 
photography  and  in  graphic  reproduction. 

By  all  means  stop  in  at  the  Lyceum  after 
December  8th  and  see  this  exhibit. 


Incidentally,  copies  of  the  paperback 

edition  of  the  Sierra  Glubfs  In  Wildness 

with  its  beautiful  color  photographs  are 
available  from  the  bookshop  at  $3*95  (plus 
15j^  postage,  and  for  Massachusetts  recipients, 
an  added  12p  sales  tax).   Copies  make  ex- 
cellent Christmas  gifts. 


For  those  of  you  who  missed  the  stamp 
first  day  sale,  we  have  cacheted  first  day 
covers  on  hand.  Programs  are  a  dollar  each; 
first  day  covers,  35?  each,  3  for  $1.;  plate 
blocks  of  four,  5<V  each.  Please  add  return 
postage  for  mail  orders. 


A  member  of  the  Damon  family  of  Concord 
tells  us  the  Thoreaus  had  a  pencil  factory 
across  from  what  is  now  the  apple  storage 
warehouse  in  West  Concord.  Further  details 
would  be  appreciated. 
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BRIEF  NOTES 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Heebner  of  Chadd's 
Ford,  Pennsylvania,  presented  us  with  sev- 
eral attractive  wooden  plaques  and  a  hand- 
painted  wooden  piece  representing  Thoreaufs 
interest  in  the  American  Indian.   These  were 
made  from  boards  and  timbers  replaced  in  re- 
novating the  artist  Andrew  Wyeth's  barn,  and 
were  decorated  by  Mrs.  Hebner...  At  our  Har- 
vest Festival  Open  House  on  the  weekend  of 
October  2#th,  we  welcomed  120  visitors,  who 
saw  and  bought  many  of  Donald  Boberfs  dried 
arrangements.  Mrs.  Robert  Moore fs  exhibit  of 
gourds  is  still  on  display  upstairs,  and  is 
well  worth  looking  in  on.   She  points  out  that 
there fs  only  one  native  member  of  the  gourd 
or  cucurbit  family  in  New  England,  but  that 
is  the  attractive  wild  balsam  apple  or  wild 
cucumber....  The  first  edition  of  the  Week 
which  Malcolm  Ferguson  just  bought  proves  to 
have  belonged  to  Charles  Morse  of  Rochester, 
New  York.  Morse,  as  Harding  notes  in  his 
Days  of  Henry  Thoreau,  p.  43 7 »  had  thought  of 
Thoreau  as  a  visiting  lyceum  speaker,  but 
nothing  came  of  it.   The  book  has  pencil  cor- 
rections of  the  text  in  Thoreau fs  hand... 
The  week  before  the  killing  frost,  one  of 
our  members,  having  walked  down  the  rail- 
road tracks  towards  Boston  beyond  Walden  Pond, 
stopped  to  do  some  paper  work  by  one  of  the 
bogs.   This  ts  an  interesting  spot,  showing 
little  change  from  post-glacial  or  antedi- 
luvian days.   No  houses  are  in  evidence,  and 
only  the  over-flying  aircraft  and  the  sound 
of  diesel  trains  offstage  told  him  that  this 
was  not  the  era  of  the  Red  Paint  Indians  or 
of  the  early  white  settlers.   As  he  mused 
that  man  had  interfered  but  little  here  - 
none  of  the  plants  he  had  brought  from 
Europe  via  his  trouser-cuffs  or  however  were 
evident  to  his  untrained  eye  -  he  noticed 
that  there  were  wild  cranberries  here  and 
filled  his  sweater,  for  want  of  a  better  con- 
tainer.  Thanksgiving  he  can  savor  again  of 
this  spot  —  Puritan  turkey  and  Transcendental 
sauce... 
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TWO  NEW  BOOKS 

Charming  of  Concord:  A  Life  of  William 
EllerFTlhanning  II »  by  Frederick  T.  McGill. 
Jr.,  nas  just  been  published  by  Rutgers  Uni- 
versity Press*   Channing  was  friend  and  kin- 
dred spirit  of  Thoreau,  Emerson  and  Bronson 
Alcott.   He  was  less  self -disciplined  and 
incisive  than  Thoreau,  but  as  indifferent  to 
conformity.  While  personally  engaging,  he 
was  the  victim  of  his  surroundings,  being 
an  only  son  of  a  doctor  and  nephew  of  two 
Harvard  professors,  and  related  to  many  of 
the  Boston  literati,  he  soon  found  he  could 
not  stand  Harvard fs  capricious  autocracy,  the 
irrelevancies  expected  of  him  or  a  worthwhile 
occupation.  Mid-19th  century  had  its  con- 
tending values  as  today,  and  other  men  were 
caught  by  it.  Lacking  the  cadences  of  a  dis- 
tant drummer,  Channing  was  more  of  a  sublime 
somnambulist,  inviting  comparison  with  the 
task-setting  Thoreau. 

Professor  McGill  has  written  a  well-bal-* 
anced  biography,  in  rare  combination  of 
readability  and  scholarship.  We  are  stocking 
this  item  at  its  list  price,  |7«50  plus  25^ 
mailing  plus  3$  for  Massachusetts  recipients. 

Vermont  Life  Book  of  Nature  is  another 
new  book  we  have  in  stock.   Itf s  a  well- 
rounded  collection  of  articles,  photos  and 
drawings  on  New  England  natural  history.  Re- 
prints from  Vermont  Life  magazine,  most  of 
the  articles  are  by  Robert  Rood,  most  illus- 
trations by  Robert  Candy,  all  being  well- 
assembled  so  that  color  photos,  black-and- 
white,  art  work  and  eight-page  color  photos 
dpnft  clash;  -  a  neat  trick.   Publisher: 
Stephen  Greene  Press.   Price, $6.9$  (plus 
25jT mailing; 3$  Mass  tax  for  inmates)... 


Among  Lyceum  visitors  we  welcomed  a 
member  of  the  Thoreau  Society  of  Paris,  and 
last  month  a  visitor  from  Buxton,  England 
who  brought  greetings  from  there. •• 
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VISITORS. 
Since  August  15th,  the  Lyceum  has  had 
visitors  from  all  over  the  United  States  as 
well  as  from  Canada,  England,  France,  Germany, 
Holland  and  Taiwan.  There  have  been,  among 
others,  an  English  teacher  from  Juneau,  an 
editor  from  Seattle,  a  professor  from  Cali- 
fornia on  sabbatical  and  headed  for  Europe, 
two  soldiers  from  Fort  Devens  and  80  sci- 
entists attending  the  International  Congress 
on  Magnetism  in  Boston.  This  group  came  in 
two  busses  from  Boston  and  followed  the  his- 
toric route  of  the  Minutemen.  We  are  grateful 
to  Mrs.  Caleb  Wheeler  who  helped  with  guiding 
and  a  perceptive  tour  of  Concord.  Our  new 
porch  was  the  setting  for  the  punch  and  cakes. 
A  number  of  foreign  countries  were  represented 
here  -  England,  Sweden,  Germany,  Japan,  the 
USSR...  One  English  gentleman  thought  we  exem- 
plified a  very  good  thing  in  A  erica,  that  we 
cared  about  our  past,  preserving  it  so  that 
others  might  enjoy  it. 


Almost  everyone  comments  on  the  quiet  un- 
cluttered atmosphere  of  the  building  and  the 
fact  that  they  are  not  hurried  through  on  a 
tourist's  tour...  Several  people  have  spent 
time  browsing  in  the  library  where  they  dis- 
covered books  unfamiliar  to  them...  We  are 
always  glad  to  supply  information  about  other 
places  to  visit  in  and  around  town  as  well  as 
answer  questions  and  talk  of  Concord  in 
Thoreaufs  lifetime. 


THE  THOREAU  LYCEUM 
MEMBERSHIP  RENEWAL 

ANNUAL  DUES 

Member..... $3 

Friend  of  the  Lyceum. ••  10 

Contributing  Member....  25 

LIFE  MEMBER 100 


48  Belknap  Street,  Concord,  Massachusetts, 
01742.   Telephone  617-369-5912.  Non-profit 
&  tax-exempt. •• 


